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2 ~ The Treaty of Nanjing
23/5/2023 2D Vivian Lau 2D Matthew Wong

Good morning principal, teachers and fellow schoolmates.
I'm Vivian from class 2D. I'm Matthew from class 2D.
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Vivian: Hey Matthew, have you heard about The Treaty of Nanjing in Life and Society class before?

Matthew: Yes! It was the Treaty signed between China and Britain in 1842 after the end of the First
Opium War. China was forced to give up Hong Kong Island to Britain, pay a large indemnity, and open
several ports to foreign trade. It’s a significant event in China's history. Hey Vivian, did it have any lasting
impact?

Vivian: Yes, of course, it marked the beginning of the "unequal treaties” era, in which foreign powers
exerted significant influence over China and imposed unfavorable terms on China. It contributed to a
sense of national humiliation and resentment among the Chinese people.

Matthew: | see. It's important to learn about historical events like this to understand the relationship
between different countries and how they have changed over time.

Vivian: Absolutely. The Treaty of Nanjing also had serious consequences for the British Empire, as it
marked the beginning of British imperialism in China and contributed to the spread of Western influence
in East Asia.

Matthew: It's interesting how one event can have such far-reaching consequences. Do you think
understanding The Treaty of Nanjing is important for understanding China's relationship with foreign
powers today?

Vivian: Definitely. China's history with foreign powers has been complicated, and events like The
Treaty of Nanjing have contributed to a legacy of mistrust and resentment. Understanding this history is

crucial for building better relationships between countries now and for the future.

Matthew: That makes sense. It's important to learn from the past to create a better future. Thanks for
explaining this to me.

Vivian: No problem. It's always good to learn about history and how it shapes the world we live in
today.

That’s the end of our sharing. Thanks for your attention!
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